Z1G and ZAG

Our position is that the best urban environment is one in which all sorts of differing elements come in contact with each
other. The synergistic product is a wealth of possible experience that makes urban life exciting, stimulating, and full of
potential. The form, techniques, and programmatic arrangement of this design proposal are all made in the attempt to
capitalize on this potential. What happens when people work adjacent to nesting birds or garden next to shoppers? We
have pursued such juxtapositions because we believe they achieve the true potential of increased density.

Typical mixed-use buildings don’t really mix use. Commercial uses are at street level and residential is raised above it, with
virtually no interaction between them. This design is different. The stepping ziggurat form is used because it allows us to
achieve a new porosity and really mix things up both horizontally and vertically. We have attempted to fuse
programmatic considerations with ecological concerns. The public pushes up into the building with the same
architectural form that allows heightened air circulation, daylighting, and rainwater collection.

To further our belief that better environments include varying types of people we have sought to include a range of unit
types: from SRO social housing units to the laneway courtyard houses. The heightened density of this project is made
possible, in our opinion, because of our intent to make pragmatic ‘sustainability’ techniques of broad experiential benefit.
All such techniques are not merely add-on components but deeply influence the holistic arrangement of the building
and offer multiple benefits.

Typical Mixed-Use Zig-Zag ldeogram

SYNERGYSTIC ECOLOGY:

All the following ecological strategies achieve tradiational sustainability goals while also providing excitement and
aesthetic value.

Water Collection

and terraces is drained to 2 reflecting

pools that provide irrigation for the

community gardens and reflected light ‘
into various spaces.

All rainwater that falls on the roof ® 1 ‘

Urban Agriculture

A strip of community gardens provides

a local source of food to the residents
and restaurants or cafes that locate in the
building.

Cross Ventilation

The stepping building form and the
maximization of corners allows for

natural ventilation in most of the building. A I

Thus saving energy while increasing air quality.

Solar Shading

A passive solar strategy is pursued by
placing horizontal screens that act as

sun shades on all south and west elevations.
The screens act as an armature for deciduous
ivey that blooms in the summer when shade
is needed but shed leaves in the winter
when sun is wanted.

Bird Habitat &

»
Adjacent to the double height commercial \
space on the main arterial boulevard we have
placed habitat for at-risk bird species. This provides
important nesting opportunities while also acting
as icon on the most public side of the building. The
workers in the adjacent space benefit from proximity
to the wildlife.
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Ground Floor Scale: 1/32"=1-0" (5 N

1 Lobby 4 Laneway Housing 7 Community Gardens 10 Studio Apt 13 Fitness Room
2 Transity Station 5 Courtyard 8 Rain Water Collection Pool 11 One BR Apt 14 Double Height Loft
3 Commercial 6 Parking Entry 9 SRO (Social Housing) 12 Two Bedroom Apt



